The taxonomic history and geographical distribution of Heliotropium torreyi is reviewed. From amongst its fabric a new taxon was discerned and described as H. powelliorum. While allopatric with H. torreyi, the two taxa do not intergrade, suggesting that specific status is warranted. An illustration of the novelty is provided, along with a map showing its distribution, and that of its closest relative, H. torreyi.
was the first to note Heliotropium angustifolium Torr. (1858) to be a homonym of the earlier (1833) H. angustifolium Raf. As a substitute name he proposed H. torreyi I. M. Johnst., this lectotypified by a Charles Wright collection (Wright 1546) garnered in 1851 from the stony prairies of Zoquete [Sycamore] Creek, the boundary between present day Kinney and Val Verde counties, Texas.
Heliotropium torreyi is a perennial shrublet to 60 cm high having yellow or yellowish corollas. It is locally common in northeastern Mexico and closely adjacent United States. So far as known it is confined to the state of Texas in the U.S.A. and to the states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo Leó n, Tamaulipas, San Luis Potosí, and Querétaro in Mexico (Fig. 1) . The purpose of the present paper is to document its distribution by dot maps, these based upon specimens on file at LL, SRSC, and TEX.
While engaged in the present study, it soon became apparent that an undetected taxon lurked along the northwestern flank of Heliotropium torreyi, this previously swept unnoticed into the fabric of the latter by all workers. The taxon concerned is described as a new species, as follows:
Heliotropium powelliorum B. L. Turner, sp. nov. (Fig. 2, 3 Intricately branched suffruticose SHRUB-LETS to 60 cm high. STEMS with adpressed minutely muriculate white hairs 0.5-0.8 mm long. LEAVES linear, equally pubescent on both surfaces like the stems, mostly 10-25 mm long, 0.5-1.5(2.0) mm wide; petioles 1.0-2.5 mm long. INFLORESCENCE an arcuate slender elongate spike 5-12 cm long; peduncles 0.5-2.0 cm long. FLOWERS arranged loosely along the stem (the nodes mostly 5-10 mm apart) and spreading at nearly right angles on pedicels 0.5-2.0 mm long. CALY-CES 1.9-3.0 mm long; lobes lanceolate, separate to the base, pubescent like the stems. COROLLAS yellow or yellowish, 5-lobed, the lobes lanceolate, mostly 1.5-2.5 mm long, the tubes 2-3 mm long. FRUITS of 1-4 orbicular nutlets ca. 1 mm across, evenly pubescent with markedly adpressed hairs, not at all ascending or spreading as in its congener, H. torreyi. Heliotropium powelliorum differs from H. torreyi in having much longer, more loosely arranged, flowering spikes, the flowers smaller and borne at nearly right angles to its axis, this contrasting with those found in H. torreyi. In addition, the leaves are mostly longer, and have a more uniformly disposed pubescence, and the fruiting bodies are markedly evenly adpressed-pubescent, 
